
 

 

ABC’s of Clemson Sertoma Club 
 
A is for Addison Scholarship. Our club awards a $2,000 scholarship annually to a high school 
senior from Pickens County or Pendleton.   Applications are available on our FB page and from 
Whitney. Areas of selection consideration include hearing challenges, academic performance, 
service hours, and financial need.  This year’s scholarship will be awarded at the June 3 
meeting.  Application scoring will take place in May. Please contact Whitney Burton if you 
would like to assist with the selection process.   
 
B is for Book Share. Clemson volunteers meet at the Helping Hands Thrift Shop quarterly to sort 
and collect books for donation to Littlejohn Community Center, Clemson Child Development 
Center,  Clemson Community Care, and Camp iRock.   Volunteers gather at Helping Hands Thrift 
Shop at 10:00 a.m. and usually work until 11:00 a.m.  Books will be sorted on April 14, August 
11, and November 10.      
 
C is for Camp Sertoma. Our club sends between 25-30 children, identified as hearing impaired 
first and then underserved children, to Camp Sertoma for a one week experience each summer. 
 
Already we have several opportunities to support camp this Spring and Summer: 
 
*Work day with Alpha Phi Omega (Clemson Service Fraternity) at Outdoor Lab  (volunteers can 
work with the fraternity members and/or provide refreshments for the workers) 
*Work day with youth from Clemson United Methodist Church at Outdoor Lab  (Volunteers can 
work with the youth and/or provide refreshments for the workers) 
*Annual Work Weekend at the Outdoor Lab – Sertomans from across SC join in this weekend of 
service at the Outdoor Lab.  Sign up here. 
*Annual Give Day – June 3:  Members bring items from a suggested list of needed items to 
support the Outdoor Lab.   
*Photographer - Photos taken during the summer are used in multiple publications by SC 
Sertomans.  Club members are invited to sign up to help take photos during each camp session.  
Please contact Kaye to sign up.   
 
D is for Dues. Clemson Sertomans pay $115 in quarterly dues. 
 
E is for Eleven Forty Five. Sertomans enjoy lunch at meetings.  The buffet service line opens at 
11:45.  The meeting actually begins at 12:10.   
 
F is for Free Library.  This summer our club will provide books for two “free libraries” at the 
Outdoor Lab.  Donated books (many sorted through our Book Share) will be available to Camp 
Sertoma campers throughout the summer.  Campers may take books home or return them to 



 

 

the library for a new read.  Volunteers can sign up for a week to travel to the OL and fill the 
“libraries.”   
 
G is for Guests. Members may invite a guest to meetings.  Guests who are considering 
membership may be invited to attend multiple meetings.  This allows guests to get a feel for 
our club.  
 
H is for Helping Hands.  The Clemson Sertoma Club partners with Helping Hands.  This year, the 
club authored a $2,000 Community Grant to benefit Helping Hands.  Many of the boys housed 
at the home for neglected and abused children served at the tree sales in December.  They also 
plan to help during our annual Work Weekend at the Outdoor Lab.   
 
I is for Interesting Speakers.  Each regular club meeting features a guest speaker.  Speakers 
include individuals from a variety of backgrounds.  Each speaker shares insight into their area of 
specialty.  Meetings are relevant, entertaining, and informative.   
 
J is for Joy.  Our members experience great joy through serving others in our community and 
developing friendships with other Sertoma members. 
 
K is for kids.  Camp Sertoma is all about kids…helping them have new experiences, learning to 
be themselves, and just having fun!   
 
L is for laughter and fellowship shared with members at our meetings, socials, and service 
projects.  Our socials include a tailgate for one of the away October football games, a Christmas 
gathering and dinner, and a cookout at the Outdoor Lab in May.  Members are invited to attend 
and bring their families.  
 
M is for May Work Weekend.  The 2025 Work weekend is slated for May 16 and l7.  SC 
Sertomans are invited to participate in sprucing up camp in preparation for summer.  The 
Clemson Club hosts this event.  Volunteers can serve as greeters or engage in helping paint, 
rake, trim, or give the character rocks a face lift.  Volunteers can serve any time from 2:00 p.m.-
6:00 p.m. on Friday or 9:00 a.m.-3:00p.m. on Saturday.  Service Volunteers and all Clemson 
Sertomans and their spouses are invited to a cookout on Friday evening at 6:00 p.m.  We will 
gather in the pavilion.  We hope you will plan to attend! 
 
Sign Up Here  
 
N is for News.  Members are provided a bi-monthly electronic news publication called Tidbits.  
A typical issue of Tidbits includes a Board Chair report, a message from the club President, 
committee news, and health and welfare announcements.   
 



 

 

O is for Occasions.  The Clemson Sertoma Club meets on the first and third Tuesday of each 
month, at Occasions, from 11:45-1:00 p.m.  Come join us and bring a guest! 
 
P is for Partners.  Partners are community members or businesses who pledge to donate $700 
annually to fund scholarships to our Camp Sertoma attendees.  Partners agree to fund 
scholarships for 5 years.  They may elect to continue beyond the initial 5-year commitment.  
 
Q is for Quarter.  Members pay a quarter at each meeting.  Quarters are placed in a drawing to 
be held at the end of each meeting.  To win, a member must be present. Should a member be 
absent, the money will roll over to the next meeting. Winners may donate their “prize” to the 
club or take the money that has been collected.  
 
R is for Recognition.  Partners annually receive a personalized letter (from Whitney) thanking 
them for their support. Partners also receive a photo of the camper they sponsored and a 
plaque that displays the sponsorship year and camper photo.   
 
S is for Service.  In addition to roles fulfilled by club committees, members may also elect to 
participate in one of the other service activities.  These include: 
  
*Working at the Christmas Tree lot  
*Annual Fund – a portion of our club dues supports the International Sertoma Annual Fund.  
One benefit of this contribution is funding Community Grants.  The Clemson club has received a 
Community Grant for each of the last 3 years.  
*Service to Mankind Award – Awarded to a community member who has demonstrated 
exemplary service to the community 
*Sorting Books for our Community Book Share 
*Stocking the two Free Libraries at the Outdoor Lab during summer 
*Volunteering to help with Special Olympics 
*Donating canned goods to Clemson Community Care (a basket is available for donations at 
each regular meeting)  

 
March 4 – “Let’s Meat the Need” 
March 18 – “Let’s Get Personal” 
April 1 – “Pasta La Vista” 

             April 15 – “Taco ‘Bout Lent” 
*Reading with children at Camp iRock 
*Hosting the Hearing Screening as part of World Hearing Day 
       (Details will be announced. The date will be in April.)   

 
T is for Trees.  Our club sells Christmas Trees to help fund our club activities. We also sell 
Christmas wreaths!  The sale takes place in the side parking lot at Ace Hardware and begins the 
day after Thanksgiving.  (It typically lasts just one week.)  Club members are provided with a 



 

 

Sign Up Genius link, and they are invited to sign up to help with sales.  No worries about lifting 
the trees.  We partner with an area scout troop.  The scouts take care of lifting and carrying 
trees.  More information will be provided next fall regarding tree sales.   
U is for understanding the needs of an ever-changing community.  Identifying opportunities to 
serve – bring these to the attention of the club or “just do it!” 
 
V is for visitors. Members are encouraged to invite guests to meetings.  Doing so helps create 
club awareness among community members.  
 
W is for White (Charlie) Scholarship. The $2,000 Charlie White Staff Scholarship is open to all 
summer staff at Camp Sertoma.  Summer staff members must submit an application to the 
scholarship committee, and winners are announced at the first meeting in August.  The intent 
of the scholarship is to encourage staff to perform in an exemplary manner and honor their 
agreed upon time of service.  **Volunteers are welcome to be on the selection committee for 
this scholarship.  The committee meets in late July.  Please contact Kaye Carraway if you have 
interest in serving. 
 
X is for X-tra Donations to support Camp Sertoma. On June 4, we will sponsor a “Give Day.” 
Members who wish to participate can donate new or used items from a “Wish List” provided by 
camp director, Leslie Conrad.  Members may also donate gift cards.  There is no pressure to 
participate, but our donations help fill the gaps for items that support camp operation. 
 
Y is for you!  You help make Sertoma all it can be.  We need your friendship, your support, and 
your service.  Together we can make a difference! 
 
Z is for Zzzzz!  Nothing is better than a good night’s sleep after a week at Camp Sertoma!  
 
**The Clemson Sertoma Club is constantly looking for ways to support hearing health.  During 
2024, the club donated hearing aids to a student in Pickens County, at the request of the SDPC 
Speech and Hearing Specialist.   
   In support of National Speech, Language, and Hearing Month (May), six collection boxes were 
placed in various locations in Clemson for the collection of donated hearing aids.  Devices 
collected in the boxes were donated to an area audiologist, who refurbishes them for patients 
who are unable to pay for hearing aids.   
   Club members who would like to suggest ways our club can be of “service to mankind” are 
invited to share their ideas with the club President or any of the Board members.   
 
   
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


